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" State Water Contractors ’
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority

lun~ 28, 1999

The Honorable Bruce Babbitt Secretary Masy Nichols
$~¢reCary of the Interior Resoure~ Agency
U.S. Department of the Interior 1416 9t~ S~reet
1849 C Street, N.W. Sacramento, CA 95814
Washington, D.C. 20240

Ac’~n~ Regional Director Kirk R.odget~ Director Thomas Hannig~u
U.S. Bureau of Reclamatlon Depax~nent of Water ~esources ¯
2800 Cottage Way 1416 9at Street
Sacramento, CA 95825 Sacramento, CA 95814

Director MTzke Spear ’ Director Robert Hight
U. S. Fish and W’tldlif¢ Service Department offish and Game
2233 Watt Avenue, Suite 120 1416 9~ Street
Sacramento, CA 958:25 Sacramento, CA 95814

Dem Secretaries Babbitt and Nichols, Directors Hannigan, Hight, Rodgers, and Spear,

As you mm aware, we lmve been and are still being eouffonted with an ongoing water supply
crisis. Continued Endangered Species Act restrictions ou Delta pumping, coupled with rammer
w~ter requiretnents south of the Delta, could resutt in San Luis Reservoir being nearly empty
causing severe water quality and water supply impacts in our service areas.

Information available to us from your agencies late Friday is encouraging. We understand the.
mo~ r~.~tt monitoring shows Delta Smelt are not threatened by oper~on oft.he federal and state
Delta pumps. As a restdt, your agencies agreed to ¢ominue to increase pumping on Friday with
the goal, barring unforeseen eireum.~,anees, to restore project operations by the end of this week.
We appraise the collaborative effort by your federal and state agencies in the last ten day~ that
led to this decision.

At the local level, our agencies have been working d~fily with the Department of Water Resources
(DWR) and the Bureau of Reclamation to evaluate and adjust our scheduled summer water
deliveries from the State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) and to
implement local voluntary programs with federal assistance to reduce summer deliveries from San
L~s Reservoir.

The most recent projections available from DWR: indicate th~ assuming the goal to reatore Delta
pumping moves ahead as planued together with reductions of our summer water deliveries
the SWP mad L-’W~, storage at San Luis Rescawoir may be maintained at lewds which wtmld
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President Clinton
C~vernor GTRy Davis
Senator Dianne Fei~s~dn
Senator Barbara Bo:~er
California Congressiona! Delegation
Senator fun Costa
Assemblyman IVfdce Machado
Cali£omi~ State Legislature
AssLCdmt Secretary Pat~ia Beneke
CaIR’ornia Business, Labor and Water Coalkiou
Agricultural Wzt~ Cauls
Environmemal Wat~ Caucus
Urban Water Caucus
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